Proposed Motions for national PwDI AGM 2010
Abuse of Disabled People

1. While the Ryan Report detailed abuses against children in religious-run institutions over many decades, it has come to our attention that disabled people were also abused in residential institutions. We call on the PWDI to 
(a) consult the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform to implement HIQA standards in all residential institutions where there are disabled people

(b) set up a nationwide Monitoring System for residential institutions for disabled people which would carry out random and covert monitoring of these institutions to ensure compliance with HIQA standards and Irish laws

(c) that such a Monitoring System would have a close liasion with the Garda Siochana. And that such a  Monitoring System would have PWDI representation on it.

2. In light of the fact that several disabled people have complained of being mistreated by bus drivers on public buses, we ask that PWDI immediately inform the Minister for Transport about this matter and get the Minister to make it compulsory for all drivers of public transport services – including buses, trains, boats and planes – to get disability awareness training, and that the results of this training be monitored to ensure compliance with the training itself and anti-discrimination legislation. And that the PWDI Board give all PWDI networks a report on this by the end of March 2011.

Housing

1. That the PWDI should urge the Minister for the Environment to make it mandatory for every city council, county council and town borough in the country to publish Progress Reports regarding social housing for disabled people covering the current year and the last ten years. 

Health

1. That PWDI call on the Minister for Health to set up a publicly-funded Counselling and Psycho-therapy service in each HSE area. And that those people most at risk of suicide be given top priority in the provision of such services.

2. In light of the progress made by diabetes clinics in each HSE area in addressing the problem of diabetes in Ireland, we call on the PWDI to get the Minister for Health to set up a national clinic for those people suffering from ME / Chronic Fatigue Syndrome, which afflicts 10,000 people in Ireland today.
Local offices

1. That the PWDI Board and management and the Minister responsible for Disability engage with all of the PWDI networks in an open forum with the objective of devising a way or means of establishing a local office in each network area.

Law and Order

1. In order to measure and assess the level of crime and violence committed against disabled people, we ask that the PWDI consult with the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform and urge the Minister and the Gardai to devise a means of collecting data regarding crimes against disabled people and establish a sub-section of the crime statistics detailing aggregates of such data.

2. That PWDI calls for an amendment to the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 which would provide for an automatic eviction order against tenants who engage in anti-social behaviour against disabled tenants. 

Advocacy

1. We call on PWDI to provide a national forum for PWDI members throughout the country to speak directly to government ministers and managers from disability organisations, relating to issues that affect people with disabilities on the ground.  This forum should take place twice a year in order to enhance the process of advocacy within disability organisations, as it is crucial that people with disabilities have a voice themselves rather than rely solely on the managers of organisations. 

Accessibility

1. That PwDI call on the Government to legislate to provide that the management of every public building keep an Incident Book to record every instance of a person with a disability encountering difficulty in accessing the building and the action taken to prevent any recurrence of such difficulty ; and that every such Incident Book be available for inspection by the access Officer of the relevant Local Authority.
